
W i l l i a m s

A n  O d y s s e y 



1 .  Barcelona,  Spain

2 .  Rome,  Ita l y

3.  Pompei i ,  I ta l y

4 .  Athens ,  Greece

5.  Santor in i ,  I ta l y

6 .  Cai ro,  Egypt

7.  Luxor,  Egypt

Travel  Sta tement : 

Two year s  ago,  I  submi t ted my pro ject  a long wi th  a t ravel  s ta tement 

to the Lyceum Fel lowsh ip.  I  remember wr i t i ng my s ta tement  and t r y ing 

to f igh t  the r igh t  order  of  my words  to convey a feel ing I  have had 

for  a l i fe t ime.  I  hope to te l l  you again wi th  new feel ings  I  have.

The a i r  in  Ita ly  ta s tes  l igh t l y  sa l ted wi th  the sea as  a warm breeze 

f lows  th rough your  f inger s .  I  not iced the smel l  a s  soon as  I  s tepped 

foot  out  of  the a i rpor t .  I t  was  a smel l  I  c l inged to t i l l  I  cou ld no 

longer  recognize i t  a s  fami l ia r i t y  se t  in .  I  a lways  f ind i t  in te res t ing 

the memor ies  we t r y  to c l ing to and remember every  l i t t le deta i l .  I 

remember breath ing in  every  sa l t y  b reath deeply  to savor  the seconds 

in  hopes they would la s t  a l i fe t ime.  I  remember look ing at  the Ita l ian 

s ky  and suddenly  real i z ing I  have looked at  i t  fo r  year s  p r io r  in 

pain t ings .  Suddenly,  p ic tu resque pain t ings  that  depicted a landscape 

I  thought  d ramat ic were actual l y  real .  Those beaut i fu l  s k ie s  pain ted 

for  centu r ie s  were real  and I  was  s tanding look ing at  them.  I  suddenly 

under s tood the Ita l ian romance that  was  fo rever  depicted in  media 

because to be in  such a beaut i fu l  p lace means  to expres s  that  beauty 

in  so many manner s  such at  l i te ratu re,  pain t ings ,  and arch i tectu re.  

I  can now te l l  you what  i t  feel s  l i ke to s tand in  awe of  La Sagrada 

Fami l ia .  I  can te l l  you what  the echoing of  footpr in t s  sound l i ke 

in  the Si s t i ne Chapel  where everyone shu f f le s  a t  a g lance to see 

Michelangelo’s  mas terp iece.  I  can te l l  you how smal l  I  fe l t  s tanding 

among the Baroque Arch i tectu re of  St .  Peter s  Bas i l ica .  How ar id i t 

fe l t  a top the Acropol i s  where Greek Gods were to ld to have been.  I 

can te l l  you how hot  i t  i s  in  Egypt  in  a way that  i s  t ru l y  indescr ibable 

un les s  you have been there your se l f .  I  can te l l  you what  i t  feel s  to 

be at  the cres t  of  the Medi ter ranean and see so many p laces  and 

cu l tu res  that  have nes t led themselves  there for  mi l len ia . 



B a r c e l o n a
A place where the beauty  of  the 

arch i tectu re makes  you s tand in  awe. 

Never  before had I  seen Gaudi ’s  work 

and now I  can say  I  have seen i t  w i th 

my own eyes .  I  have seen such beaut i fu l 

a rch i tectu re that  wou ld make anyone 

feel  overwhelmed by the sheer  sca le.







Ro m e
I  remember th i s  moment  in  Rome when 

I  was  in  the S i s t i ne chapel ,  a l though 

techn ica l l y  The Vat ican ,  where I  a rched 

my neck back a s  fa r  a s  I  cou ld to look at 

the Creat ion of  Adam. I  s ta red at  i t  a s 

long as  I  cou ld .  I t  was  a pain t ing I  had 

seen my ent i re l i fe ,  and yet  I  had never 

actua l l y  seen i t .  That  was  a moment  I  w i l l 

a lway s  remember .









P o m p e i i
From c la s s ,  I  remember severa l  lectu re s 

centered around the in famous  c i t y 

that  met  i t s  demi se at  the hands  of  a 

vo lcano,  The mos t  humaniz ing par t  of 

Pompei i  was  seeing the cas t s  o f  v ic t ims 

a s  they f ina l  moment  a re now forever  se t 

in  s tone. 

On a l igh ter  note,  d id you know the c i t y 

of  Pompei i  i s  covered in  pen i se s?  I  d idn’t 

t i l l  I  got  there -  they le f t  that  par t  out  in 

c la s s . 







A t h e n s
Greece had the bes t  food of  my t r ip  by 

fa r.  Every th ing i  a te was  so ta s te fu l  and 

en joyable.  I  fe l l  i n  love wi th  the food 

here and I  wou ld go back ju s t  to eat 

there again . 





S a n t o r i n i
Late one n ight  I  sa t  out s ide.  It  was  a 

br i s k  n igh t  w i th  no c louds  in  the s ky  a s 

the moon was  shown in  fu l l  b r igh tnes s . 

I t  was  eer i l y  qu iet  w i th  on ly  the waves 

of  the ocean c ra sh ing a long the rocky 

shore to f i l l  the a i r.  I  sa t  there and 

en joyed the l igh t  re f lect ion s  again s t  the 

br igh t  wh i te bu i ld ings  wh i le the smal l 

l igh t s  cascaded down the i s land.  It  was 

s tunn ing and so peacefu l . 





C a i r o
Di f fe rent.  That  word i s  an under s ta tement 

fo r  the c i t y  of  Cai ro compared to 

any th ing I  had ever  seen before.  It  was 

l i ke a c i t y  s tacked onto another  c i t y  that 

was  so inc redib ly  dense that  the u rban 

landscape looked l i ke someth ing f rom a 

dream in  the p lane. 







L u x o r
I t  i s  odd to th ink  I  t rave led ha l f  way 

around to wor ld to see graves  of  people 

that  have been dead for  thousands  of 

year s .  And yet,  w i th  some luck ,  I  was 

ab le to see the mummy of  K ing Tu t.  He 

i s  o f ten on tou r  fo r  other  museums ,  but 

I  was  lucky,  because he was  in s ide h i s 

tomb in  the va l ley  of  the k ings . 











F o o d
What more can I  say  than yum!









C a t s . .  a n d  m o r e

I  en joy the local  pet s  a s  wel l .







The End: 

To anyone reading th i s ,  I  wou ld l i ke to thank  you fo r  your  t ime, in te res t, 

and your  cons iderat ion in  being awarded.  It  was  inc redib ly  fu l f i l l i ng to 

be awarded for  not  on ly  my work ,  bu t  fo r  a t rave l  s ta tement  that  spoke 

to so many of  you . 

Before 2022 ,  I  had never  even s tep foot  out  of  the count r y,  and now 

I  have been to 17  count r ie s ,  many of  wh ich came apar t  of  that  l i s t 

because of  the fe l lowsh ip.  I  s tepped foot  on to Af r ica fo r  the f i r s t  t ime 

in  my l i fe because of  th i s  award . 

I  can never  thank  you a l l  enough fo r  th i s  amaz ing oppor tun i t y  and 

being able to work  w i th  me on my t rave l  cons t ra in t s .  Severa l  month s 

ago,  I  thought  I  was  going to lo se th i s  oppor tun i t y  because of  f inanc ia l 

obl igat ion on my end wi th  th ings  l i ke rent  and a car  payment.  Because 

you a l l  were wi l l i ng to work  w i th  me,  I  was  s t i l l  ab le to t rave l  and fo r 

that  you have my greates t  g rat i tude. 

Thank you .  Tru l y. 


