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The Urban Stitch proposes a “patch-work” approach to 
address the variety of conditions that plague our nu-
merous abandoned pedestrian streets and aging row 
homes in the United States today. Old Town Mall there-
by offers an opportunity, as a case study, to explore the 
possibilities of these sites programmatically, spatially, 
and materially. Just as a new architectural intervention 
can be a bold expression of an ideology, style, or ap-
proach, the careful preservation of an existing site can 
speak volumes. This proposal begins by understanding 
the larger urban environment surrounding the site and 
tapping into its optimal spatial position in the down-
town of Baltimore by bringing-back pedestrian acces-
sibility and creating new public spaces for urban inter-
actions—commerce, socializing, and education—to 
occur. With new bike baths, bus routes, and new-formed 
courtyard spaces, the linearity of the mall is interrupted 
to create a more porous and human-scale experience. 
To imagine a new intervention, the conditions of the 
existing plots on the site are analyzed, determining the 
programmatic qualities, as well as the facade, roof and 
structural integrity of the buildings. In this study, it is ev-
ident that all buildings bring something to the scheme, 
whether it is walls, roofs, floors or recyclable materials 
for a new architecture. The site is then divided into five 
main cluster points of intervention, and this proposal 
provides one example of this mutating approach. This 
sensitivity towards the material and cultural identity 
of Old Town Mall, allows the Urban Stitch to introduce 
a new mixed use development that removes certain 
buildings that are failing, and re-introduce residences 
with access to commercial spaces on the ground floor, 
along with public spaces on a fourth floor. This band of 
public programs, always located at 34’ above grade, pro-
vides new spaces for public amenities and exhibitions, 
displaying the works made by creatives in the workspac-
es below.

The Urban Stitch
 LF-11470
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Existing Green Spaces 

New proposed landscaping following new proposed bike paths

Connecting Green Space

Existing Key Vehicle Entry Points Towards Site Parking Spaces

I-83 Existing Metro

Existing Buildings

Bike-Able / Pedestrian System

Commercial Institutions Residential

Mercy + John’s Hopkins Connection

Isolated Green SpaceVehicle Key Points Land Use

Walkable System Driving Tra�c Towards Site

New proposed bike paths

New proposed bus/shuttle system from Johns Hopkins & Mercy 

Mixed Development: 
 residential at top



Exisiting Conditions

Building Subtraction

Building Replacement

Building Addition

Complete Intervention

h

APPROX TOTAL SQ FT. = 35,000 

APPROX TOTAL SQ FT. = 35,000 

APPROX TOTAL SQ FT. SUBTRACTED = 15,000 

APPROX TOTAL SQ FT. REMAINING = 20,000 

RESIDENTIAL = 18,000 SQ FT.

COMMERCIAL = 17,000 SQ FT. 

APPROX RESIDENTIAL SQ FT. ADDITION = 4,000 

APPROX COMMERCIAL SQ FT. ADDITION = 4,000 

APPROX TOTAL SQ FT. ADDITION = 8,000

APPROX PUBLIC SQ FT. ADDITION = 7,000

APPROX TOTAL RE - ADDITION = 15,000 

To Densify - Add Residential Units

NIGHT

To Open - Remove Residential Units

Gallery / Exhibition 

Library

Classroom / Education

Recreational Rock Wall

Daycare

2-Storey Residential

Commercial Cafe

Workspace

1-Storey Residential

Classroom / Education

Daycare

1-Storey Residential

BlacktopCourtyard

Roof Garden

Buildings Removed Buildings Existing

Residential Commercial / Retail

CafeCommercial

Residential

Workspace

Community Gathering 

Library

Vocational Training Center

Recreational Rock Wall After School Program

DAY

Gallery / Exhibition 

Library

Recreational Rock Wall



Cluster 1Cluster 2

Cluster 3Cluster 5

Cluster 4

Cluster 5 Cluster 3

Buildings in Need of New Roof

Buildings in Need of New Facades & Roofs



# # of Floors

Needs New Facades

Existing Program

1 Floor 2 Floor

3 Floor 4 Floor

Business Buildings

Rowhouses

# Despaired Roofs



FOURTH LEVEL S.S.

EL. 34’-0” 

THIRD LEVEL S.S.

EL. 23’-0” 

SECOND LEVEL S.S.

EL. 12’-0” 

FIRST LEVEL F.F.

EL. 0’-0” 

GRADE

EL. -0’-6” 

ROOF LEVEL S.S.

EL. 51’-0” 
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Section 1 Section 2 Section 3

Green Roof Build-Up
Blacktop Roof Build-Up

Elevated I-beam with Attached FlexBrick Screen Hanger

Public Insulated Floor Slab

Sawtooth Roof

Existing uninsulated party walls

brick
20 mm air gap

brick
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Foundation and Beam Connection Facade and Slab Connection Foundation Underpinning 
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1.

1. Foods market
2. Café
3. Reintroduced retail
4. Existing building retail
5. Courtyard
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EXISTING / INTERVENTION
GROUND FLOOR PLAN



GreenRoof Build-Up

Vegetation Layer:
2” Brick Paver
Engineered Soil Medium w Pebbles
Hydroplant & Seeds
PermaVoid

Retention Layer:
‘Flownet’ Polyethylene Drainage Mat
Moisture Barrier
Air Barrier
6” Rigid Insulation
WaterProo�ng Layer

Public Insulated Floor Slab

Concrete Tile Flooring
Concrete Mortar
Water Barrier
8 “ Concrete Slab
Shear Stud Support
3” Metal Decking
8” Batt Insulation

Sawtooth Roof

Solar PV Panel
Z-Purlin

Standing Seam Metal Clips
Standing Seam Metal Roof  

6” Batt Insulation
Plywood Substrate

Foundation 

Form and Cast Supplementary
8” Concrete Slab

Sand & Stone Aggregate Mat
Moisture Barrier

Concrete Footing @ Columns
Concrete Strip Pad

Residential Insulated Floor Slab

Wood Slab Floor Finishing
6” Concrete Slab

Metal Decking
Channel Beam for Existing Support

Steel I-beam Structure
Gypsum

Laminated Wood FRC Cladding

Flex-Brick Screen:

25 x 10 x 3 Flexbrick
W 10 x 112

S 18 x 70

Flex-Brick Fastener
Stainless Steel Asi316 Mesh

8” Concrete slab
Metal Decking
Steel Roof Beam

Steel I-beam
Fire-Proo�ng

2” Batt Insulation All Around
Fiber-Cement Cladding All Around

0

2

4

6

12

18

24

30 FT

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN


