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Bel Air Forest

Application ID: LF-11342
The Narrative of Bel Air Forest:

The effects of the Black Butterfly have caused the massing
of urban heat islands throughout Baltimore, establishing long-
term effects on public and environmental health. Redlining
has removed mass amounts of forest land within the city of
Baltimore. What defines an urban forest? How can a forest
be embodied within Baltimore? The narrative of Bel Air Forest
establishes an Urban forest with the use of the cities forest
program, spreading throughout the neighborhood from Old
Town Mall. The urban forest challenges the existing grid
by forming a new grid determined by a forest. Using the old
commercial hub of Baltimore, Bel Air Forest provides a starting
point for the reforestation of Baltimore.

Program for Bel Air Forest:

The Bel Air Forest program looks to restore Bel Air Market/
Old Town Mall alongside the city's goal of 40% canopy within
Baltimore. Both elements would bring a pedestrian focus to
the area, strengthening youth/community programs. The
reforestation plan provides new job opportunities based
around horticulture, agriculture, and forestry, expanding the
existing forest over time. The job opportunities would include
education-based programs, establishing a school within the
area. The school would generate a research program that
shows theeffects of urban heat islands and reforestation within
Baltimore. The school would be connected to a greenhouse
and a community kitchen, working alongside the Baltimore
Farmers Market.



History of Bel Air Market & Analysis of Old Town Mall
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Reforestation Plan:
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Spacing 6m Zone Forest | Common Name Latino Name Spread (ft) | Mid-Story | Common Name | Latino Name Spread (ft)
Pin Oak Quercus palustris (25-40) Allegheny Serviceberry | Amelanchier laevis (15-40)
Streetscape Red Maple Acer rubrum (25-35) American Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana (20-30)
River Birch Betula nigra (25-35) Shangtung Maple Acer truncatum (20-25)
Old Town Korean Evoda Tetradium daniell (25-30) Japanese Tree Lilac Syringa reticulata (15-18)
Mall American Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana (20-35)
Willow Oak Quercus phellos (30-40) Japanese Snowball Styrax japonicus (20-30)
Bel Air American Hophornbeam | Ostrya virginiana (25-30) Okame Cherry Prunus x incamp (15-20)
Pavilion American Yellowwood Cladrastis kentukea (25-35) Flowering Purple Plum Prunus censifera (15-20)
Black Gum Nyssa sylvatica (20-30) Sargent Cherry Prunus sargentii (15-20)
Bel Air Bald Cypress Taxodium distchum (25) Sweetbay Magnolia | Magnolia virginiana (15-25)
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Old Town Mall Restoration:
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Greenhouse/Community Kitchen Exterior View




Bel Air Market Restoration:

Restoring Bel Air Market would place a pavilion onto the
1870 farmers market site. The structure would be influ-
enced by the reforestation plan, integrating the grid into the
form. The Bel Air Pavilion would look to strength the site
lines, having the form carved out by the forest grid system.
Th pavilion would provide space for the existing farmers
market underneath the 83 Express Way and other events
by the community.
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Bel Air Pavilion Interior:

Theinterior of Bel Air Pavilion provides for numerous market
stalls, creating a sense of enclosure from the surrounding
Bel Air Forest. Rain runoff would feed into the roof using
the water retention plan built into the columns, maintaining
precipitation on warmer days. During the colder seasons,
with the support of Bel Air Forest, the pavilion would provide
protection from the winter winds. The pavilion when not in
use from the markets provides a gathering space for other
public interests such as concerts or public art displays.

Bel Air Pavilion Interior View




